
Discovery High School 

2017 AP English Language and Composition Summer Reading 

Wade(617) 

Mr. Heath Gibson 

Select ONE title from the list and read before returning to school in August. You will receive an assignment to complete 

on the reading on the first day of class. If you have questions about the book while you are reading, you can email me at 

gordonhgibson@gmail.com 

Missoula: Rape and the Justice System in a College Town by Jon Krakauer 

In these pages, acclaimed journalist Jon Krakauer investigates a spate of campus rapes that occurred in Missoula over a 

four-year period. Taking the town as a case study for a crime that is sadly prevalent throughout the nation, Krakauer 

documents the experiences of five victims: their fear and self-doubt in the aftermath; the skepticism directed at them by 

police, prosecutors, and the public; their bravery in pushing forward and what it cost them. These stories cut through 

abstract ideological debate about acquaintance rape to demonstrate that it does not happen because women are sending 

mixed signals or seeking attention. They are victims of a terrible crime, deserving of fairness from our justice system. 

Rigorously researched, rendered in incisive prose, Missoula stands as an essential call to action.  

 

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander 

Once in a great while a book comes along that changes the way we see the world and helps to fuel a nationwide social 

movement. The New Jim Crow is such a book. Praised by Harvard Law professor Lani Guinier as "brave and bold," this 

book directly challenges the notion that the election of Barack Obama signals a new era of colorblindness. With dazzling 

candor, legal scholar Michelle Alexander argues that "we have not ended racial caste in America; we have merely 

redesigned it." By targeting black men through the War on Drugs and decimating communities of color, the U.S. criminal 

justice system functions as a contemporary system of racial control—relegating millions to a permanent second-class 

status—even as it formally adheres to the principle of colorblindness.  

 

In Other Words by Jhumpa Lihiri 

On a post-college visit to Florence, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jhumpa Lahiri fell in love with the Italian language. 

Twenty years later, seeking total immersion, she and her family relocated to Rome, where she began to read and write 

solely in her adopted tongue. A startling act of self-reflection, In Other Words is Lahiri’s meditation on the process of 

learning to express herself in another language—and the stunning journey of a writer seeking a new voice. 

All Over But the Shoutin’ by Rick Bragg 

This haunting, harrowing, gloriously moving recollection of a life on the American margin is the story of Rick Bragg, 

who grew up dirt-poor in northeastern Alabama, seemingly destined for either the cotton mills or the penitentiary, and 

instead became a Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter for The New York Times. It is the story of Bragg's father, a hard-drinking 

man with a murderous temper and the habit of running out on the people who needed him most. 

 

But at the center of this soaring memoir is Bragg's mother, who went eighteen years without a new dress so that her sons 

could have school clothes and picked other people's cotton so that her children wouldn't have to live on welfare alone. 

Evoking these lives--and the country that shaped and nourished them--with artistry, honesty, and compassion, Rick Bragg 

brings home the love and suffering that lie at the heart of every family. The result is unforgettable. 

Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario  

Enrique’s Journey recounts the unforgettable quest of a Honduran boy looking for his mother, eleven years 

after she is forced to leave her starving family to find work in the United States. Braving unimaginable peril, 

often clinging to the sides and tops of freight trains, Enrique travels through hostile worlds full of thugs, 

bandits, and corrupt cops. But he pushes forward, relying on his wit, courage, hope, and the kindness of 

strangers. As Isabel Allende writes: “This is a twenty-first-century Odyssey. If you are going to read only one 

nonfiction book this year, it has to be this one.” 


